Chapter Twelve
LE fOULDU

Gauguin's precipitous return to Paris from his two months
as Vincent's guest in Aries was probably the best thing under
the circumstances that he could have done. Vincent had shown
homicidal instincts and Gauguin was afraid that a further
sight of him might rouse Vincent to attempt the same thing
again, while even were that not to happen, Vincent's behaviour
in the caf6, if repeated, might make him retaliate in a way
that he would regret.
Gauguin and Vincent did not meet again, for, with the
exception of a very short stay in Paris on his arrival from
Aries, Gauguin spent the following months, until the winter
of 1890, in Brittany. When he did return to Paris, Vincent
had been dead for several months.
The World Fair and International Exhibition in Paris
opened in 1889. The pestifMs did not succeed, as was to be
expected, in gaining admittance to the official exhibition
of orthodox painters in the Palace of Pine Arts. But a subterfuge
had the extraordinary effect of permitting a mostly hostile
public to see about a hundred of their canvases on exhibition
in the building. On the ground floor various refreshment
stands had been let to concessionaires, and in one of them,
that a certain Monsieur Volpini had taken, the pestiftrh
arranged to exhibit their paintings. A white oblong catalogue
striped with blue informed the patrons of the refreshment
stand that the exhibition of paintings was that of the Impres-
sionist and Synthetic Group* In spite of Gauguin's move-
ment away from Impressionism, the name was retained in the
title of the exhibition in order, most probably, to attract the
attention of the public. Eight names beside that of Gauguin
were represented, among which, however, Emile Bernard figured
twice, for certain of his work that he had entitled "peinturts
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